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From the President

FRANK HEWINS
2015–16 WASA 

President

Dear Colleagues:

It has been quite a year! At 
the federal level, our collective 
efforts and those of our 
colleagues across the country 
were finally able to get out from 
under the shackles of NCLB 
with a reauthorization of ESEA 
signed into law by President 
Obama on December 10, 

2015. The work on the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) is just getting underway with a great 
deal to be done over the next year before full 
implementation in 2017–18. WASA members are 
well represented on OSPI’s ESSA Consolidated 
Plan Team and on the various ESSA workgroups 
that have already begun to meet from now through 
November. We must still continue to be diligent in 
our regular communication to our congressional 
delegations as the bureaucrats at the DOE seem to 
be bound and determined to write regulations that 
are more constrictive than the intent of Congress 
when passing the legislation.

At the state level, I am disappointed to say, the 
results were far from encouraging and could even 
be considered detrimental to the continuous 
progress our schools have been making over the 
past few years. The Legislature’s “Plan to Plan” is 
just another way for them to postpone doing their 
paramount constitutional duty. Not only was this 
a bad joke, we received another slap in the face 
when they failed to give us relief for at least one 
year from the Levy Cliff. The fact that we will all 
be forced to develop two budgets next January 
preparing for the 2017–18 school year is going to 
create turmoil, angst, and stress in all 295 districts. 
The April 15 timeline established in SB 6195, just 
demonstrates how little knowledge legislators have 
concerning the complexities of school funding 
and the little regard they have for the students, 

staff, and parents who will be forced to experience 
significant disruption to the culture and climate of 
their schools.

The one bright spot was from our Washington 
Supreme Court that ruled the charter school 
legislation as unconstitutional. Unfortunately, this 
led to having our Legislature consume two-thirds 
of their session time trying to find a loophole to 
appease their big campaign donors under the guise 
of saving these wonderful schools for the 1,100 
children instead of working to address the needs of 
our over one million students in our public schools. 
Well, they got the bill passed, but it is doubtful that 
it will pass muster with the Supreme Court. As you 
are aware, WASA will again be part of the coalition 
challenging the legality of the legislation.

Moving away from the gloom and doom, let me 
remind you that our schools in Washington State 
have students achieving at levels never seen before, 
due in large part to the exceptional leadership you 
provide every single day. Pick whatever metric 
or data point you wish to examine, and you will 
find steady improvement over the past five years. 
Graduation rates, attendance rates, and test scores 
are all up, while dropout rates, suspensions, and 
achievement gaps are all down. The manufactured 
myth of failing public schools is just that—a myth. 

Not to burst anyone’s bubble, but there never 
was a “golden age of education” in this country. 
(Please check my recent blog at http://billsblog-
wasa.weebly.com/). If it was anytime, the time 
would be now. Never doubt that your work in the 
continuous improvement of our schools has never 
been better. Due to the advances in neuroscience, 
technology, and pedagogy, we know more about 
lesson design, scaffolding, interventions, the use 
of data, formative assessment, leadership, and 
supporting the “whole” child than at any time in 
the history of this nation. 

https://www.facebook.com/wasaoly
http://twitter.com/wasa_oly
http://billsblog-wasa.weebly.com/
http://billsblog-wasa.weebly.com/
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Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Twitter for information on upcoming 
conferences and workshops, legislative news and updates, and school news. 

ARE YOU 
CONNECTED TO 

WASA?

continued from page 1

As discouraging (think media) and frustrating (think Legislature) as 
it may seem at times, keep fighting the good fight for our children 
and continue the incredible work you are doing to make public 
education the best it can be. I look forward to seeing all of you soon 
at the annual AWSP/WASA Summer Conference in Spokane! 

WASA Joins Charter School Legal 
Challenge
Based on input from the Board on April 7, WASA joined the 
Washington Education Association as a party challenging the 
constitutionality of newly enacted charter school law (E2SSB 
6194). In the press release announcing that decision, WASA 
President Frank Hewins reflected on the Board’s position:

In its recent charter school ruling, the Supreme Court stressed the 
importance of oversight by publicly elected representatives. That 
oversight is completely missing from the new charter school law. Even 
more troubling, is the role that well-funded private interests played in 
pushing this law forward while the Legislature continues to disregard 
its paramount duty to the state’s one million public school students.

The whole topic of charter schools has become politically and 
emotionally charged in Washington State, so WASA’s decision 
to join this legal action could have negative ramifications for the 
Association. Given that fact, it is worth sharing more details about 
the thinking behind our participation in the lawsuit.

There were at least two key elements in the Supreme Court’s 
September 4, 2015, ruling about Initiative 1240 that seem to have 
been disregarded by the new legislation. The first issue is the lack of 
oversight by a locally elected school board. The Court found this to 
be a fundamental flaw with I-1240:

Here, because charter schools under 1-1240 are run by an 
appointed board or nonprofit organization and thus are not subject 
to local voter control, they cannot qualify as “common schools” 
within the meaning of article IX. (Ruling, pg. 11)

The only change made to address this issue in E2SSB 6194 was to 
add the state Superintendent of Public Instruction and the chair of 
the State Board of Education to the nine appointed members of the 
Washington State Charter School Commission. Only one of those 
two added representatives is publically elected, and neither could be 
considered to provide “local control.” We would like to know how 

the Court will view this change, but the only way to find out is the 
kind of legal challenge we have joined.

According to the Court, not qualifying for the constitutional status of 
common schools severely restricted charter school access to public funds:

The constitutional protection afforded to common school 
appropriations is not dependent on the source of the revenue (i.e., the 
type of tax or other funding source) or the account in which the funds 
are held (i.e., the general fund or other state fund). (Ruling, pg. 13)

In an apparent response to that part of the ruling, the new legislation 
creates a convoluted funding scheme, taking money from Washington 
Opportunity Pathways Account (lottery proceeds). Again, we would 
like to know how the Court will view this funding scheme.

As we wait for an answer from the Court to these questions, it’s worth 
pondering the message they may have been sending in their citation 
of the Court’s prior 1909 decision which provides the state’s legal 
definition of common schools (School District 20 v. Bryan):

The words ‘common school’ must measure up to every requirement 
of the constitution ... and whenever by any subterfuge it is sought to 
qualify or enlarge their meaning beyond the intent and spirit of the 
constitution, the attempt must fail. (Ruling, pg. 10)

One might characterize the elements of E2SSB 6194 outlined above 
as “subterfuge,” but that’s for the Court to decide. We, along with 
the other plaintiffs, will wait patiently for their ruling.

For a much deeper analysis of the role of “charitable plutocracy” in 
the efforts to privatize public education, Joanne Barkan offers an 
insightful analysis in her April 27 article. It’s a must-read for anyone 
who values the public’s role in public education.

Andy Wolf Selected as New 
Assistant Executive Director

WASA is pleased to announce that Andy 
Wolf, superintendent of Yelm Community 
Schools, will be joining WASA as the Assistant 
Executive Director for Administrative Support 
and Members Services. Andy will work 
alongside John Dekker next year to provide a 
good transition prior to John’s retirement in 
June of 2017. Having both of them on board 

next year will also expand WASA’s capacity to support districts in 
what’s shaping up to be a difficult season for bargaining. 

https://www.facebook.com/wasaoly
http://twitter.com/wasa_oly
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Amendments/House/6194-S2.E%20AMH%20ENGR%20H4714.E.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Amendments/House/6194-S2.E%20AMH%20ENGR%20H4714.E.pdf
https://www.washingtonea.org/ourvoice/coalition-to-challenge-new-charter-school-law/
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Upcoming Conferences & 
Workshops

WASA/WSSDA/AWSP EQUITY WORKSHOP

May 24–25 | Crowne Plaza Seattle Airport Hotel

Registration is full!

2016 WASA/AWSP SUMMER CONFERENCE

June 26–28 | Spokane Convention Center, Spokane

Registration is now open at www.wasa-oly.org/Summer16. 

2016 WASA/OSPI SPECIAL EDUCATION WORKSHOP

August 4–5 | Hotel Murano, Tacoma

Registration opens May 25. 

2016 WASA FALL CONFERENCE

October 11 | Crowne Plaza Seattle Airport Hotel

RETURN TO PAGE 1

UPLOAD YOUR MEMBERSHIP PHOTO!

If you haven’t already, please help us keep our membership directory up to date by taking a 
moment to upload your photo to your WASA member profile page. If you have questions or 
need assistance, please contact Tricia McCosh at pmccosh@wasa-oly.org. 

2016 Summer Conference

Join us in Spokane for our annual conference designed for 
superintendents, central office administrators, principals, and 
assistant principals. While celebrating the end of the school year, 
the keynote speakers and concurrent session offerings will help 
prepare you for the year ahead.

View concurrent session offerings, learn more, and register now at 
www.wasa-oly.org/Summer16.

Featuring:
Michael Fullan
Tererai Trent
The Capitol Steps

Preconference Workshops
TPEP Framework Training
Feedback Conversations for Professional Growth
ACES Training: Building Resiliency in the Classroom
Graduation + Equity: Finding a Formula That Works

Learn more at www.wasa-oly.org/Summer16! 

SAVE THE DATE! | REGISTRATION OPENS JULY 20.

Registration opens May 25 at www.wasa-oly.org/SPED16 (site is 
under construction). 

http://www.wasa-oly.org/Summer16
mailto:pmccosh%40wasa-oly.org?subject=
http://www.wasa-oly.org/Summer16
http://www.wasa-oly.org/Summer16
http://www.wasa-oly.org/SPED16
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Become a WASA Retired/Life 
Member
As some of you prepare to retire, not only does WASA wish you the 
very best, we also hope you will become a Life member.

Previously active WASA members with service in Washington State 
qualify for Retired/Life membership. Membership provides the 
opportunity to network with others and stay involved in educational 
issues. Retired/Life members receive WASA publications and may 
attend most WASA conferences at a reduced or complimentary rate. 
Retired/Life members do not have voting privileges.

Dues are a one-time fee of $125.

Complete the membership application by visiting our website at 
http://bit.ly/1NEaFfC. 

ERNN Leadership Transition
After providing many years of dedicated leadership and service to 
ERNN members, Dave Alfred announced at the January ERNN 
Board meeting that he planned to retire at the end of June. The 
ERNN Board met in April to develop a plan for leadership moving 
forward. At that meeting, the Board took formal action to develop a 
year-long transition plan for the next phase of ERNN. 

As a first step in that plan, the ERNN Board voted unanimously 
to appoint Warren Hopkins as interim ERNN Director. Warren’s 
primary focus will be to provide ongoing support to ERNN 
member districts in the midst of what could be a very difficult 
bargaining season. During the transition, Warren will also assist the 
Board as they explore how the network might best move forward 
to address its members’ needs in the future. Since Warren was 
currently serving as ERNN President, the Board also appointed Ray 
Tolcacher to serve as Acting President for the remainder of the year.

AASA Guidance on the 
Transportation of Homeless 
Students
From AASA, The School Superintendents Association:

“AASA, in collaboration with the National Association for the 
Education of Homeless Children and Youth, has released a 
guide on the new ESSA provisions focused on transportation 
for students in foster care. In contrast to the majority of 
assessment, accountability and funding provisions in ESSA, 
which are effective beginning the 2017–18 school year, ESSA’s 
foster care transportation provisions are effective December 
2016. This guide will help you understand the responsibilities 
both child welfare agencies and school districts have for 
transporting children in foster care, specifically which aspects 
are optional and which aspects are requirements. In addition, 
we provide a series of questions to guide the development of 
local transportation procedures.”

Kudos to Tukwila’s Foster High 
School
From The Seattle Times: 

“Tukwila’s Foster High School has made a dramatic turnaround 
since 2012, with a jump in test scores and graduation rates. 
The students, of which about 75 percent are immigrants and 
refugees, have been commended for that improvement.

This week, the district announced another accomplishment: 
The Class of 2015’s four-year graduation rate for students 
experiencing homelessness was 73 percent, three percentage 
points higher than the overall district average, and much higher 
than the state average for homeless students of 52 percent.”

Kudos to the great work the district is doing! Read the full article 
on The Seattle Times’ website: http://www.seattletimes.com/
education-lab/tukwilas-homeless-students-surpass-district-state-in-
graduation-rate/

WASA has begun compiling resources pertaining to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 
The ESSA resources can be found on our website under “Resources” or through http://bit.
ly/1QJzhyD.

ESSA  
RESOURCES

http://bit.ly/1NEaFfC
http://www.aasa.org/uploadedFiles/Policy_and_Advocacy/AASANAEHCYTransportationplanguide.pdf
http://www.aasa.org/uploadedFiles/Policy_and_Advocacy/AASANAEHCYTransportationplanguide.pdf
http://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/tukwilas-homeless-students-surpass-district-state-in-gradu
http://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/tukwilas-homeless-students-surpass-district-state-in-gradu
http://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/tukwilas-homeless-students-surpass-district-state-in-gradu
http://bit.ly/1QJzhyD
http://bit.ly/1QJzhyD
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Spokane’s On Track Academy
On Track Academy is among 50 semifinalists in the XQ: The Super 
School Project, a competition to rethink high school. Five finalists will 
be named in July. In addition to expert support, the winners will receive 
$10 million to turn their ideas into real schools. 

On Track’s project, “Student Choice for Social Change,” (SC2) is 
comprised of in-school and out-of-school learning environments 
that are community-based, co-creative, and centered on individual 
students. Deeply supported by caring advisors/mentors, students 
will be coached to take action for change for our community and 
society. Competency-based demonstration and emphasis on civic 
engagement will help students be ready for college, career, and 
life. SC2 changes high school into something that works for each 
student, with the by-product of skilled and talented young people, 
engaged in bringing about social change through their learning 
experiences.

Read more about On Track Academy in The Spokesman-Review: 
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2016/apr/25/spokanes-on-
track-academy-a-semifinalist-in-10-mil/. 

Washington
fSlice

Focus on Innovation

RETURN TO PAGE 1

Does your district have an innovative school or program?

WASA is looking for information on the great learning and teaching taking place in our Washington 

schools. We would like to feature schools, innovative programs, and the great teaching taking place in 

Hotline’s Slice of Washington and on our website. Please send information, pictures, materials, etc., 

to Tricia McCosh at pmccosh@wasa-oly.org. 

WANT 
TO 

SHARE 
A SLICE?

Washington
fSlice

Focus on Innovation

Leaders Workshop 2016
On April 19, WASA leaders from across the state gathered in SeaTac 
for the annual WASA Leaders Workshop. This retreat is a special 
event, because it is the only meeting during the year that includes the 
WASA Board, Region Presidents, Component Chairs, and Standing 
Committee Chairs. During the day-long session, the participants 
worked to develop 2016–17 Goals and Action Steps which will guide 
WASA’s efforts during the coming year. The draft plan created during 
the workshop will be submitted to the WASA Board for action at 
their June meeting. Following that adoption, WASA staff will develop 
the tasks designed to achieve the goals. More information will be 
provided as this work continues to develop.

Welcome New WASA Staff Member
WASA has added a new member to the 
team. Lisa Gehman was recently hired to fill 
our Professional Development/Membership 
Assistant position. Most of Lisa’s experience has 
been as an administrative assistant in the Air 
Force. For the last 12 years, she has been caring 
for her special needs son. Lisa is now looking 
forward to being back in the workforce and is 

very excited to be part of the WASA staff. We feel fortunate to have 
Lisa on our team, and we hope you will help us welcome her to the 
association!

  

WASA Executive Director Bill Keim and incoming President Lois Davies.

WASA Government Relations Director Dan Steele leading  
efforts to develop Goals and Action Steps for 2016–17. 

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2016/apr/25/spokanes-on-track-academy-a-semifinalist-in-10-mil/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2016/apr/25/spokanes-on-track-academy-a-semifinalist-in-10-mil/
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
360.943.5717 / 800.859.9272 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
360.489.3641 / 360.352.2043 (fax)

• Bill Keim, Executive Director 
bkeim@wasa-oly.org

• Marilee Jensen, Executive Assistant 
mjensen@wasa-oly.org

• Talina Davis, Office Assistant 
tdavis@wasa-oly.org

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
360.489.3642

• Dan Steele, Assistant Executive Director
dsteele@wasa-oly.org

• Sheila Chard, Administrative Assistant 
schard@wasa-oly.org

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  
& MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
360.489.3640 / 360.352.6873 (fax)

• Helene Paroff, Assistant Executive Director 
hparoff@wasa-oly.org

• Jamie Chylinski, Professional  
Development Coordinator 
jchylinski@wasa-oly.org

• Lisa Gehman, Professional Development/
Membership Assistant 
lgehman@wasa-oly.org

• Tricia McCosh, Communications 
pmccosh@wasa-oly.org

CAREER & CONTRACT SERVICES 
360.489.3653

• John Dekker, Assistant Executive Director 
jdekker@wasa-oly.org

ACCOUNTING 
360.489.3643 / 360.352.2043 (fax)

• Eve Johnson, Accountant 
ejohnson@wasa-oly.org

 
2015–16 WASA OFFICERS 
President: Frank Hewins, Franklin Pierce
President-elect: Lois Davies, Pateros 
Past President: Michelle Price, Moses Lake 
Secretary: Larry Francois, Northshore 
Treasurer: Mark Mansell, La Center

Region Events—May & June
Many WASA regions conduct monthly gatherings and/or provide  

activity reports in conjunction with ESD meetings (not listed below).

RETURN TO PAGE 1

REGION 101  PRESIDENT—RANDY RUSSELL
May 19, 8:30–9:30 a.m. NEWASA Superintendent Component 

Meeting, NEWESD 101, Spokane 
May 19, 9:30–11 a.m. General Member Meeting, NEWESD 

101, Spokane

REGION 105  PRESIDENT—BECKY IMLER
May 12, 8:30–11:30 a.m. General Member Meeting, Topic: 

Superintendent Candidates Forum, 
ESD 105, Yakima

REGION 108  PRESIDENT—PHIL BROCKMAN
May 13, 12–1:30 p.m. General Member Meeting, ESD 189, 

Anacortes

REGION 109  PRESIDENT—AMY BETH COOK
May 12, 11:30 a.m.–2 p.m. Regional Awards Ceremony, Everett 

Golf & Country Club, Everett
June 22, 4:30–6 p.m. End of Year Social, Location TBD

REGION 110  PRESIDENT—ALAN SPICCIATI
May 20, 11:45 a.m.–1 p.m. Community Recognition Program, 

PSESD, Renton

REGION 111  PRESIDENT—JENNIFER BETHMAN
May 20, 7:30–8:30 a.m. General Member Meeting, Topic: 

Emerging Issues, Fife School District 
Office, Fife

REGION 112  PRESIDENT—SANDRA YAGER
May 20, 9–10 a.m. Awards Ceremony, ESD 112, 

Vancouver
May 20, 10 a.m.–12 p.m. General Member Meeting, ESD 112, 

Vancouver

REGION 113  PRESIDENT—KAREN ERNEST
May 25, 5–8 p.m.  Awards Dinner, ESD 113, Tumwater

REGION 114  PRESIDENT—DAVID ENGLE
May 27, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. General Member Meeting, ESD 114, 

Room 202, Bremerton

REGION 123  PRESIDENT—RAY TOLCACHER
June 9, 5:30 p.m. Honorary Awards Banquet, Meadow 

Springs Country Club, Richland

REGION 171  PRESIDENT—RICHARD JOHNSON
May 19, 1–4 p.m. WASA Awards and Honor of Retirees, 

North Central ESD 171
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